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ÅWelcome! Last June, the FAA replaced the Practical Test Standards for 

the Private Pilot Airplane certificate and the Instrument-Airplane rating 

with the corresponding Airman Certification Standards, or ACS. 

Å Revised versions of the ACS for the Private Pilot Airplane certificate and 

the Instrument Airplane rating, along with the first version of the ACS for 

the Commercial Pilot Airplane certificate, are in effect as of June 12, 

2017.

ÅThis presentation offers a recap of the ACS for those who havenôt used 

it yet, and then it introduces and explains some of the key changes.
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ÅHere are the topics weôll cover.



ÅHereôs a quick review.

Å The ACS is an enhanced version of the PTS. The PTS-to-ACS transition 

started on June 15, 2016. 

Å The ACS adds task-specific knowledge and risk management elements 

to each PTS Area of Operation/Task. The result is an integrated 

presentation of specific knowledge, risk management, and skill elements 

for each Task.

Å In summary, then, the ACS provides a single-source set of standards for 

both the knowledge exam and the practical test.

3



Å The integrated format of the ACS has a number of benefits. 

Å It clearly tells applicants, instructors, and evaluators what an 

airman must KNOW, CONSIDER, and DO to pass the 

knowledge test and the practical test for an airman certificate or 

rating.

Å It shows how the required knowledge, risk management, and 

skill elements for each Area of Operation/Task are connected.

Å It defines expectations and behaviors for risk management and 

connects them to specific Tasks.

ÅIt puts the ñspecial emphasisò items from the PTS in the right 

context. 

Å The ACS approach enhances safety by making tests meaningful and 

relevant to actual operations and contributes to standardization in 

teaching and testing these concepts. 
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Å One of the strongest tools that the industry team developed for the 

Airman Certification Standards framework is a coding system. 

Å The ACS assigns a unique code to each element of knowledge, risk 

management and skill.

ÅLetôs take a look at what PA.I.D.K4 means:

Å PA = Private Pilot Airplane (defines applicable ACS)

Å I = Preflight Preparation (defines Area of Operation)

Å D = Cross-Country Flight Planning (defines Task)

Å K4 = Elements of a VFR Flight Plan (defines element)
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Å As we mentioned already, the ACS is the single-source set of standards 

for both the knowledge exam and the practical test. 

Å The ACS coding system provides the ñthreadò that links standards to 

guidance and test questions, and keeps them aligned in the future.

Å Later on, ACS codes will replace the Learning Statement Codes now 

shown on the Airman Knowledge Test Report.

Å Already, though, the industry team has used the ACS coding to help 

ensure that handbooks are aligned with the standards as defined with 

the ACS. The FAA is incorporating industry recommendations for a 

number of these documents. 

Å Also, the FAA has already used the ACS coding system to revise and 

align all private pilot airplane, commercial pilot airplane, and instrument-

airplane rating knowledge test questions to the knowledge, skill, and risk 

management elements in the corresponding ACS.
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